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Mr. Kobik’s Corner 

Welcome to the 2021 – 2022 school year and an-
other year of the Janvier Journal! It is my hope 
that this newsletter will continue to serve all mem-
bers of our school community as a valuable re-
source in communicating general and grade - level 
specific information.  Although this segment of 
the newsletter entitled Mr. Kobik’s Corner will 
provide me with the opportunity to share with you 
general information as well as educationally rele-
vant material, it is my intent that this entire publi-
cation will involve an array of students and staff. 
Over the past 19 months, we have learned much as 
Covid – related challenges were presented.  Re-
structuring of schedules, development and imple-
mentation of numerous safety procedures, and 
technology upgrades were all a part of our re-
sponse to the pandemic.  Each of these actions 
occurred in an effort to provide the best possible 
education for our children.  I find it uplifting that 
in a time of change, the focus of our educational 
community towards meeting the educational needs 
of our students never wavered.  The effort of the 
Mary F. Janvier staff in providing a safe, nurtur-
ing, and educationally – rich environment for the 
children is, and will remain, a constant.  Of 
course, the entire school staff is appreciative of the 
energy that you; our student’s parents and guardi-
ans, have put forth in supporting your child(ren) 
and our school’s efforts during the initial portion 
of this school year.  We continue to remain a 
strong educational community. While we are still 
living through unique times, it was so rewarding 
having all of our students return to in – person 
learning when our doors opened in September. 
Before this day arrived however, there was much 
planning time invested towards the refining and 
implementation of safety procedures, curriculum, 
and facility upgrades. As we move into the Au-
tumn months, there is much happening at Mary F. 
Janvier Elementary School and this edition of the 
Janvier Journal highlights some of these activities.  
In the following pages you will find information 
about student learning that is occurring in Kinder-
garten, 1st, and 2nd Grades, as well as communica-

tion from our teachers of Music, Library, and 
Phys Ed. Our new School Nurse introduces 
herself in this edition and our School Coun-
selor writes of “Unity Days” and the work of 
our school’s Character Education / Social 
Emotional Learning Committee.  Additional-
ly, our Basic Skills Team has provided an 
article that highlights the benefits of reading 
to your child. The greatest gift that you can 
give to your child is your time. Spending 
some of your time to read to your child can 
lead to the acceleration of their language de-
velopment and will build happy memories 
for you and your child. Autumn has arrived 
and our school is once again alive with the 
sounds of learning.  The noise of understand-
ing, connecting, persistence, and creativity. 
Yes, it is going to be a great year! 
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1. Brain Development—Babies are born 
learning.  From birth to age 3 are criti-
cal years for the development of lan-
guage skills that are foundational for 
future learning success.  Parents are a 
child’s first and most important teacher. 

2. Language—The number of words that a 
child knows when he or she enters Kin-
dergarten is the most important predic-
tor of a child’s success or failure.  Read-
ing aloud grows your child’s vocabulary 
and introduces many words and con-
cepts that you might not use in everyday 
conversation. 

3. Knowledge—Books are a pleasure  and 
they are also informative.  You and 

Why Read Aloud to Your Child 

your child can learn something new 
when you read aloud. 

4. Literacy Skills—Vocabulary.  Phonics.  
Familiarity with the printed word.  
Storytelling.  Comprehension.  Read-
ing aloud is valuable towards building 
literacy skills. 

5. Love of Reading—Parents that read 
aloud demonstrate that reading is im-
portant, that reading is pleasurable, 
that reading is valued. 

6. Bonding—Is there anything better than 
sharing a good book with a child in 
your lap? 

 

Our Library classes are underway and 
we have already learned so much about 
books and Library manners! The stu-
dents have explored several different 
books and even shared some of their fa-
vorites.  This year, we are utilizing 
Google Classroom to complete Library 
assignments.  I will be assisting the chil-
dren with Google Classroom during 
their Library class.  If you have any 
questions or concerns please feel free to 
contact me at kmonghan@franklin 
twpschools.org. 

Welcome to the Library 

Notes From The School Counselor 

Our Janvier Jackrabbits are off to a 
great start for the 2021-2022 school 
year! We have a lot of exciting days 
ahead, planned by our Character Ed/
SEL Committee! We kicked off our 
monthly Unity Day in September by  
wearing Autumn colors to celebrate 
the new season! Thank you to all who 
participated! We were also excited to 
celebrate the state-wide "Week of Re-
spect", the week of October 4th-8th. 
We were celebrating with our first 
School Spirit Week! Students and 

staff were asked to show their sup-
port for the Week of Respect by fol-
lowing the School Spirit-Wear 
Schedule. Please look out for up-
coming flyers for our monthly Uni-
ty Days as well as future School 
Spirit Weeks!   
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Good afternoon! My name is Jes-
sica Swanfeld and I am the new 

Nurse here at Janvier! I am look-
ing forward to getting to know all 
the students and staff. I am a 

Franklinville resident and I have  
children in this wonderful district! 
I hope to keep everyone safe and 

healthy throughout this year. I am 
only a phone call away if you have 
any medical questions or issues. 

Always remember to wear your 
mask, stay healthy!  

Notes From The Nurse 

What’s Happening in Music Class 

It is absolutely AMAZING to be mak-

ing music with our Janvier Jackrabbits 

IN PERSON this year!!  In 2nd Grade 

we have been learning the history of 

our patriotic songs.  In 1st Grade and 

Kindergarten, students have been 

learning about the instruments of the 

orchestra.  Our next unit for all three 

grade levels will cover the elements of 

Music, including:  rhythm, timbre, 

form, dynamics, and tempo.  The chil-

dren are so happy to have (sanitized) 

instruments in their hands again!  My 

greatest gift as a teacher this Fall has 

been listening to their voices in my 

room again. :)    

My name is Mr. Pizzo and I am excited to 
be here at Mary F. Janvier to teach Physi-
cal Education! I look forward to having a 
great year with students in school, learn-
ing, and having fun in the gym. We will 
not only be exploring new ways to exer-
cise our bodies, but also different ways we 
can stay healthy!  Always be sure that the 
students are coming to school in sneakers 
on the day that they have Gym Class!  Any 
days off of school will change the day 
your child  has gym, so make sure you 
check the school calendar to see what 
number day it is. Here is the schedule with 
each teacher’s name that shows when your 
child has gym. 
Day 1 - Diraddo, Davis/Burkhardt, Lubon-
ski, Bittner, Lloyd/Burrell 
Day 2 - Milano, Hatz, Deveney, Serrano, 

Albus 
Day 3 - Arneman, Hence, Uhle, Garofolo 
Day 4 - Dalponte, Iocona/Anastasi, Reber, 
Masotti, Taberne’ 
Day 5 - Edelman, Stoever, Manall, Love-
land, Nocentino 
If you ever have any questions, please feel 
free to contact me at jpiz-

 

mailto:jpizzo@franklintwpschools.org
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In Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Burkhardt’s 
class, we spent the last week of Sep-
tember embracing apple season! We 
incorporated the new Reading skills 
and routines we have been learning 
into our apple theme. On Monday and 
Tuesday, we read nonfiction apple 
books and shared an apple fact with a 
partner. We also cut up an apple and 
identified the parts of an apple. In the 
middle of the week, the students 
picked their favorite color apple and 
made an apple craft. To end our 
week we read the fiction story, Apple 

Trouble. We used this fiction story to 
work on identifying characters, set-
ting, problem, and solution. It was a 
fun week in Mrs. Davis and Mrs. 
Burkhardt’s class as we welcomed 
back Fall and all the apple goodness 
that comes with it! 

First Grade News 

What’s Happening in 2nd Grade 

1st Grade is off to a terrific start this 
school year as the students are all ad-
justing to our new routines and envi-
ronments.  For many of our 1st Grad-
ers, this is their first introduction to 
the classroom while others have some 
prior experience.  Whether our stu-
dents were hybrid or virtual last 
year,  we have all had many first ex-
periences this year such as visiting 
the cafeteria, our playground, and our 
Special Area classrooms.  During the 
first couple of weeks,  we have been 
working on building relationships, 
learning our new routines and what it 
means to be a part of the Janvier 
Team.   Through stories like Pigeon 
Has to Go to School, Chrysanthe-

mum, and Giraffes Can’t Dance we 
have celebrated how we are each 
uniquely different in how we feel 
and grow.   1st Graders are also start-
ing the year off learning our new 
Math routines and the first addition 
strategy of the year Counting On to 
Add with our Ready Math pro-
gram.  Lastly, in Benchmark, our 
young readers are busy learning what 
a good reader looks and sounds like 
as they learn routines for Reader’s 
Workshop, Phonics, and Writer’s 
Workshop.    A lot may look differ-
ent this year but there is still a lot of 
the same great learning happening in 
1st Grade!  

Second Grade is off to a fantastic 
start this school year! Teachers and 
students are so happy to all be in the 
classroom together. After spending 
time establishing rules and expecta-
tions as well as practicing routines 
and procedures, ELA students have 
been very busy working on Phonics, 
Reading, Writing, and Grammar les-
sons in our Benchmark Workshop 
program. In Phonics, we have re-
viewed sounds, spelling patterns, 
and high-frequency words from First 
Grade to prepare us for new skills 
we will soon learn. In Writing, we 

have started to look at all kinds of 
writing and tried some writing of our 
own in class. In Reading, we have 
been working on topics like the dif-
ferences between fiction and informa-
tional text, practicing our reading 
stamina with silent independent read-
ing, and completing individualized i-
Ready lessons on Chromebooks. In 
Grammar, we have been discussing 
different types of sentences and punc-
tuation marks. Students have been 
getting acclimated with their Chrome-
books and Google Classroom as well 
as various other learning websites that 

focus on ELA skills. Please read with 
your child at home as often as possible as 
this is vital to their growth in ELA and 
success as a reader and writer! We are 
looking forward to a wonderful school 
year!   


